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Introduction 

The English Language Policy 
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¶ IGCSE 1st and 2nd language and International GCE/O-Level/AS/A Level in English Language 

(Cambridge, Pearson and Oxford AQA only) 

¶ Bachelor or higher degree awarded by a UK university 

¶ Bachelor or higher degree from a Majority English Speaking Country university as listed below:  
o Antigua and Barbuda 
o Australia 
o The Bahamas 
o Barbados 
o Belize 
o The British Overseas Territories2 
o Dominica 
o Grenada 
o Guyana 
o Ireland 
o Jamaica 
o Malta 
o New Zealand 
o St Kitts and Nevis 
o St Lucia 
o St Vincent and the Grenadines 
o Trinidad and Tobago 
o The United Kingdom  
o The United States of America 

Please note: Canadian degrees will also be considered if the applicant can demonstrate that the 

degree was taught and assessed in English. 

¶ Degrees from select institutions in India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka which meet the 

University of Law’s criteria for recognition: 

A degree may be used to meet the English language requirement if an applicant can provide 

official evidence that their degree was taught and assessed in English in the past 5 years. The 

list of recognised institutions is established by Admissions and English Language Assessment.  

 

Alternative qualifications by region/country 
Validity: ten years from course start date unless indicated below (not applicable to MESC, Canadian 

and UK applicants) 

Where an applicant has achieved a certain level of English language ability in their high school 
qualification, the qualification will be accepted at an appropriate level, as detailed below. 
 
Please note: Not all are accepted for courses requiring overall IELTS 6.5 or higher, please refer to the 

English Language Requirements webpage for further information. 

¶ American Grade 12 High School Diploma 

¶ Austrian Matura/Reifeprufung* 

¶ Australian Year 10 Certificate 

 
2 Anguilla, Ascension, Bermuda, British Antarctic Territory, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, 
Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St Helena, Tristan da Cunha, Turks & Caicos  
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¶ Bahamas General Certificate of Education (BGCSE) 

¶ Bermudian School Diploma/School Certificate/Secondary School Certificate 

¶ Bruneian Cambridge O-level (1120 syllabus) 

¶ Caribbean Examinations Council Secondary Education Certificate 

¶ Cameroonian O-level 

¶ Canadian High School Leaving Certificate 

¶ Croatian Matura* 

¶ Danish STX/HHX/HTX/HF 

¶ Dutch VWO  

¶ Estonian Riigieksamid (state examinations)  

¶ French Baccalaureat  

¶ German Abitur  

¶ Hong Kongese HDKSE 

¶ Hungarian Matura Erettesegi vizsga 

¶ Indian Standard XII (6 year validity ʹ CBSE, CISCE and selected state boards will be accepted) 

¶ Irish Leaving Certificate 

¶ Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) 

¶ Latvian Atestats par visparejo videjo izglitibu (Attestation of General Secondary Education)  

¶ Lithuanian Brandos Atestats*  

¶ Malawian School Certificate of Education 

¶ Malaysian SPM (syllabus 1119) 

¶ Maltese Secondary Education Certificate 

¶ New Zealand NCEA 

¶ Polish Matura* 

¶ South African National Senior Certificate 

¶ Sri Lankan O-Level/A-Level 

¶ Swedish Slutbetyg från Gymnasieskola (Upper secondary school leaving certificate) 

¶ Tanzanian Certificate of Secondary Education 

¶ Ugandan Certificate of Education 

¶ WAEC/NECO 

¶ Zimbabwean General Certificate of Education/Zimbabwe O-level 

*Only when taken with the University’s internal Speaking Assessment 
 
Approved English Language Tests  
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Version history: 

Version Amended by Revision summary Date 
1.0 English Language 

Assessor 

$GGLWLRQDO�FRPPHQW�WR�QRW�DFFHSW�72()/�L%7�µ0\�%HVW�6FRUHV¶�WKDW�

will start from August 2019 added to Appendices document. 
July 2019 

2.0 English Language 

Assessor 

Introduction paragraph updated to be in line with internal procedures. 

Addition of accepted overseas campuses for Tier 4 applicants 

(Appendix B). 

Cambridge IGCSE syllabus name change. 

Degrees/equivalents percentage taught in English. 

September 2019 

2.1 English Language 

Assessor 

Expiry for TOEFL iBT amended to 2 years following updates to 

online verification tool 

Included new grading system for Romanian Baccalaureate  

October 2019 

2.2 English Language 

Assessor 

Corrections in line with Admission documents. 

Update review date for annual review.  
February 2020 

2.3 English language 

Assessor 

Acceptance of TOEFL iBT Home Edition during test centre closures 

(COVID-19). 

Addition to 6.4 regarding deadline to present EL evidence after 

enrolment. 

Adjustment of entry requirements for India Standard XII (in-country, 

non-Tier 4 qual) in line with sector  

WAEC/NECO expiry date clarification 

Acceptance of LanguageCert and grade equivalencies 

March 2020 

 

 

 

 

April 2020 

2.4 English language 

Assessor 

Acceptance of Dominica in-country English qualification 

Acceptance of IELTS Indicator during test centre closures (COVID-

19) 

April 2020 

2.5 English Language 

Assessor 

Addition of new SELTs from UKVI list 

From 2021, update for in-country qual India XII 
May 2020 

3.0 English Language 

Assessor 

Tests acceptable due to COVID-19 

Updated footnote links 

LanguageCert component scores 

July 2020 
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5.1 Head of English 

Language 

Assessment 

Removal of Pearson PTE (online) and LanguageCert ESOL August 2023 

5.2 Head of English 

Language 

Assessment 

Removal of Speaking Assessment 


